[The vascular surgeon's role in interdisciplinary treatment of diabetic foot syndrome].
There are more than 6 million diabetes patients in Germany. Due to long-term neuropathic and angiopathic sequelae, the number of patients with "diabetic foot syndrome" has increased dramatically in recent years. Diabetic foot ulcers have become one of the most common pathologies in interdisciplinary wound care centers. Because of its complex pathogenesis, diabetic foot syndrome needs a multidisciplinary therapeutic approach. More than 150,000 diabetics per year develop foot ulcers that often heal slowly and progress into chronic wounds. Despite all efforts at prevention, early diagnosis, and adequate therapy, more than 20,000 diabetics suffer major limb amputation in Germany every year. Applying stringent standards of care in interdisciplinary wound care centers, the amputation rate in patients with diabetic foot syndrome can be reduced to less than 50%. This article describes the complexity of diabetic foot syndrome with respect to pathogenesis, diagnostics, and therapy from a vascular surgeon's point of view. The importance of an interdisciplinary approach is emphasized.